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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR,
DR. JUAN CARLOS ZUNIGA-PFLUCKER

Itis beginning to look a lot like December 17 is going to be
a great day for our UofT Immunology community. We are
all looking forward to a safe and wonderful gathering to
recognize the many achievements of our graduate
students. Please see more details inthe IGSA section, and
in your email in boxes.

The 2021 Fall term is nearly over, and for most of our
undergrads it continued to be an online experience.
Nevertheless, | was happy to welcome back most of our
4" year undergrad students to in-person lectures. The
hope remains that we will be able to continue delivering
more in-person classes during the Winter term, pending
how we fare with the current addition(s) to the Greek
alphabet-named interloper(s). We are thankful and proud
of the work being done in this area by members of our
community, which gives us all much needed
encouragement and hope for 2021.

Ahead of our Holiday gathering, please be sure to send in
your nominations to Kate Sedore for The Cinader and
Miller Awards (Dec. 6th deadline).

It is important that we continue to recognize and support
the tremendous excellence of all our trainees. | am
delighted to announce the launch of a new program that
will provide 2 grants in aid of collaborative research
conducted by at least two Post-Doctoral Fellows from
different labs in Immunology. Details for the 1-year
$50,000 grant competition will be sent out shortly.

As the year comes to a close, please remember to share
your gratitude and respect for our trainees and
colleagues, as we share the joy that it is to work together
in making new discoveries in immunology.

Best wishes to all for the upcoming holiday season.

December 2021

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHARLES GOULD EASTON SEMINARS

December 6, 2021

11:05am via Zoom

Hartland Jackson, PhD

Investigator, Lunenfeld-Tanenbaum Research
Institute, Assistant Professor, Molecular Genetics

Title: "High parameter tissue pathology imaging:
from single cell phenotypes to cellular networks”

Host: Juan Carlos Zufiga-Pflucker, PhD

December a3, 2021
11:05am via Zoom

Marco Colonna, MD
Robert Rock Belliveau Professor,
Pathology and Immunology, Washington University

Title: “Heterogeneity of meningeal B cells reveals a
lymphopoietic niche at the CNS borders”

Host: Arthur Mortha, PhD

IMMUNOLOGY Holiday Retreat

When: Evening of December 17, 2021

Where: The Carlu (444 Yonge St)

Registration: Just fill out _this form
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NOVEMBER STUDENT SEMINARS

Mondays, 10:00-11:00 via ZOOM

December 6, 2021

Identification and characterization of new cell
surface antigens on plasma cells using monoclonal
VLRB antibodies VLRB K318 and VLRB J260

Shilan Dong
(Ehrhardt Lab)

The role of APC-derived 4-1BBL on memory CD8 T
cell formation during influenza infection

Karen Yeung
(Watts Lab)

December 13, 2021

Title TBD

Juan Diego Sanchez Vasquez

(Gehring Lab)

Optimization of anti-Mesothelin CAR-T cells
through scFv engineering

Yota Ohashi
(Hirano Lab)

* Title will be updated to our website when it is available.

GRADUATE PROGRAM UPDATES

Committee Meetings

2" year PhD students are reminded to complete
their 2" committee meeting by December 31,
2021. Committee Meeting forms should be
submitted to Kate as soon as possible after the
meeting.

Upper year PhD students are reminded to hold a
committee meeting each year at minimum, and
submit the Committee Meeting forms to Kate.

Graduate Admissions

Applications to our graduate programs are now
being accepted. All application materials, including
references, must be received by the deadline in
order for an application to be considered.

PhD in Fundamental Immunology &
MSc in Applied Immunology (Standard Entry)
Due: January 15, 2022

MSc in Applied Immunology (Advanced Standing)
Due: March 1, 2022
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IGSA

Warm greetings, Immunologists!

This past month, we celebrated the successful completion of the Fall term of our dodgeball and ultimate frisbee
intramurals, with both Immunodominator teams meeting for drinks at a pub night hosted by our sports
representative. We are looking forward to future indoor intramurals in the Winter term, and are currently calling
for interested immunologists to be at the ready for our intramural volleyball team in January. If you're interested,
please contact our sports representative, Natalie Ogrodnik. We would be excited to have you!

As mentioned in our November newsletter, we have continued the writing, design, and distribution of our
educational pampbhlets, which seek to convey immunological topics in an accessible way, organized by our
outreach representative, Baweleta Isho!

In addition to the events that have happened in this past month, we are excited for our near-term social events. In
this first week of December, our peer-to-peer mentorship representative will be hosting a first-year pub night! All
first-year graduate students (that includes both Fundamental and Applied streams!) are encouraged to come out
to meet your fellow colleagues to enjoy a night of food, drink, and sharing stories of your first term in graduate
school. Make sure to double-check your emails to make sure you're signed up!

As the holiday season slowly approaches, we continue our (new) tradition of Gingerbread House Building, a
fundraising event hosted by our social representatives Meggie, Kameel, and Robyn. Not only did we pondera
potential career in design, but also collectively raised money for Nellie’s, a local charitable organization that
provides shelter and assistance for homeless women and children. These lovely Gingerbread houses will be voted
on by the entirety of the department at a very special holiday event!

Finally, we are very excited to announce that we will be able to host an in-person holiday dinner for the
Department of Immunology! This year will look a little different from our previous years: aside from eating and
drinking, this will be a masked event, and there will be no dancing. With that said, we will still be setting down our
pipettes and sharing memories with our fellow lab mates! Instead of a holiday group singing performance, we are
hosting IMM’s Got Talent! at the holiday party, and are asking solo, duo, or trios to sign up to showcase the talents
you picked up during lockdown. To continue our fundraising for Nellie’s, we are looking for either an item or
service from students or faculty to be sold at the dinner’s silent auction! We are continuing our longstanding
centrepiece competition tradition, in which labs submit a structure made of any spare lab materials to feature at
the holiday event. We are incredibly excited for this Dol dinner. Please keep your eyes on your email inboxes for
details and ways to sign up!

Please stay healthy and safe!

Tiff & Kitt
IGSA Co-Presidents 2021-2022
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IMMSA

Happy Holidays Immunologists!

It's officially December, there’s an icy chill in the air, the holiday decorations are being put up and it puts us right in
the mood for Immunology celebrations! Before we break off for the New Year, we have events coming up in
December that you don’t want to miss out on.

In November, before and after reading week we hosted events for the undergraduate students which consisted of
a research info session with Dr. Eleanor Fish who spoke about her interferon research in various parts of the world
and herrole in the COVID pandemic. We continued with our monthly Intro to Immunology Techniques seminar
and had guest speaker, Daniel Zangrando teach the students about ELISA and research techniques involved in his
lab. It was one of many interactive, thought-provoking sessions included in this seminar and we hope to see more
people join the next one!

As for upcoming events, December is quite a light month with exam season coming up and the holidays. We are
having our final joint social for this semester on December 7th from 5-6 PM with the Neuroscience Association for
Undergraduate Students and students will be given the chance to meet and mingle with other students in a Life
Sciences program. We hope to see you guys there asiit is the final social we will have for this semester and hope to
go out with a bang!

Since we are hurtling through the end of the semester towards exams, we just wanted to remind everyone to
make sure they are being mindful and prioritizing their well-being! Exercise, eating healthy meals, and getting
enough sleep are crucial tenets to being a successful student and having a balanced life! Remember to take care of
yourself and study hard!

Happy holidays to the staff and students at UofT!
Cheers,
Shaivy T. + Kunal K.

2021-22 IMMSA Co-Presidents
Website: http://immsauoft.com | Instagram: @immsta | Facebook: http://facebook.com/IMMSA.UofT
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